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OUR Letters have you 2 59s thoſe 
to whom they are addreſſed, and I am 
deſired to communicate to you their reply, 
which is. in the following terms. We hope 
it will not offend you if we ſay, the requiſi- 
tion contained in your Letters to us, cannot 
be complied with, for the reaſons which 
ſhall be ſubjoined. The requiſition is, that 
we acknowledge your Jeſus to be our Meſ- 
ſiah, and that we become Chriſtians, and 
adopt the 2 Faith n to Gr 

mode. 87 [1 ene Andes a 
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The Jeſus, whom you hold up to us as 
our Meſſiah, you ſay, was a very good man, 
and a true worſhipper of God; you tell us he 
was a Jew, and the ſon of the carpenter Jo- 
ſeph and his wife Mary, and nothing more. 
That he had a divine miſſion, and per- 
formed many miracles in confirmation of it 
That thoſe miraeles, although not ſo ſplen- 
did, were nevertheleſs as credible and certain 
as thoſe of Moſes, and that we therefore 
ought to receive him as our Meſſiah And 
-morevver, that all the ſufferings of out nation, 
for more than 1700 years, are to be el 

ol our —_— crucified and he him. 


— . 
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We are free — you, Sir, we ſee No 
\ reaſon at all in 10 bf a 


„ 


+ Setanta as hin of — exter- 

- mination, ſeems to be a puniſhment greater 
than the offence required. For the whole 
offence chargeable upon our fathers, accord - 
ing to your own account, was, that they put 
D111 A to 
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to death the ſon of a poor mechanic, who 
you ſay was 2 good man, and had a divine 
miſſion. Were not our prophets good men, 
Sir ? Had not they likewiſe a divine miſſion? 


Did not they perform miracles? Did not our 
fathers: evil entreat them ? Why therefore 
ſhould the puniſhment inflicted on us (if it 
be inflicted on that account) for putting 
ment inflicted on our fathers for. putting any 


of the former prophets to death? The crime 


uns the fame in both inſtances, bot the pv- 
; — bears no manner of cnn, 7 


| Van * us to 9 2 Jeſus 
for our Meſſiah. We cannot do it, Sit; and, 


were we to acknowledge ſuch an one for our 


Meſſiah, we ſhould think we deſerved to be 


the accurſed outcaſts: from God, not only in 


this world, but the next; and therefore never 


will we acknowledge your Jeſus, Sir, for 


| our Meſſiah. A Meſſiah, we own, we have 
been all along taught to expect, by the wri- 


'&. 2 tings 


1 

tings of Moſes and the Prophets; a Meſſiah, 
Sir, of whom great things are ſaid, and who, 
as we conceive, ſhould bring us with triumph 
into our own land, and eſtabliſh us by his 
great power over all the kingdoms of the 
earth. Hath your Jeſus done any thing of 
this kind for us? Or do you pretend that 
he is to do any thing of the kind for us? 
Vou totally deny it; and our future eſtabliſh- 
ment and reduction into our own land, you 
in expreſs terms tell us, is to be effected un- 
der à Prince of the houſe of David, which 
you do not pretend to be the character of 
your Jeſus; for you tell us a very different 
ſtory of him, which if you oredit we aſſure 
a Yor we do not. 


11 


-© "But; Sir, you ſay he had a divine miſſion: 
To do what? What was the particular 
errand and deſign of his miſſion? Was it to 
reclaim us from idolatry? You yourſelf ac- 
7 knowledge that idolatry was a crime againſt 
55 Which we had ſcrupulouſly guarded for a 


long 


1 
long ſeries of years, and that we neither had 
nor have any the leaſt propenſity towards. it. 
Was it to reclaim us from our neglect of the 
precepts: of the law? Fbeſe it is notorious 
our fathers did not neglect; on the contrary, 
they were more rigidly more minutely at- 
tached to the obſervance of them than at any 
preceding time. Did he come to abrogate 
the law given to us by Moſes? No; you 
ſay the law of Moſes is of perpetual obliga- 
tion, and that if we become Chriſtians we 
are ſtill to continue Jews, and obſervers of 
the law of Moſes. What then could have 
been the end and deſign of the miſſion of 
your Jeſus, we profeſs we are unable to diſ- 
cover? Neither do we ſee how our fathers, 
by putting ſuch an one to death as you de- 
ſcribe him to have been, could have incurred 
ſo ſevere à penalty: for, acecording to your 
repreſentation of him, he had a divine miſ- 
ſion to perform nothing, and had a power of 
working miracles conferred upon him in or- 
der 


66) 


der to confirm a enn pin . mi 
— oN us 
* are + infatuated, Sir is __ thinks any 
wing you have ſaid in your Letters can make 
odnverts of any o us to your religion. We ſhall 
acknowledge no Meſſiah that hath not power 
-of ſome ſort. It doth not appear that yours, 
hom you call upon us to acknowledge, bath 
"apy power at all. He came for no end, to 
effect nothing; having a miſſion, as you ſay, 
but without any object of it; and working 
miraeles in order to confirm the truth of a 
miſſion, which, at the ſame time, you are 
unable to aſcertain. Be not offended at us, 
Sir, if we ſuy it is a jeſt, a banter upon our 
whole nation, to expect that we ſhould be- 
come coverts to your perſuaſion, and that we 
"ſhould adopt him for out Mefljab, who, by 
your own confeſſion, hath power neither in 
heaven nor in earth. We are not yet ſunk 


ſo much beneath the common ſtandard | "IF 


idiots. 
You 


623 


Vou call upon us to read and conſider the 
Goſpel, To the Goſpel, and to the hiſtories 
therein contained, we are no ſtrangers : and 
concerning this Goſpel we deſire to offar you 
theſe following obſeryations,. The firſt is, 
that the Jeſus there ſpoken of is a very! diſ- 


ferent character from him whom you hold 


up to us as our Meſſiah. That Jeſus not 
only is ſaid to have wrought miracles in con- 


firmation of his miſſion, but is ſaid" likewiſe 
to have diſplayed a power greater than even 
that of Moſes. He is not only repreſented 
to have been à prophet, like unto our great 
prophet Moſes, but to have been more than a 


prophet. He required it of his followers, 


that they ſhould teſtify to and receive him 
under this character. He profeſſed himſelf 


to be the Son of God, ſpeaking blaſphetay 


therein, in the opinion of our fathers. He 
plainly declared, and unequivpcally, bis own 


Pre-exiſtence. Whether he ſpoke truth in. ſo 


declaring is, not pow before us; ſuch an c- 
count the Goſpel, to which. you refer us, un- 


doubtedly 


6890 
doubtedly contains. If therefore we attend 
to this Goſpel, how can we attend to you ? 
Your Jeſu#j you ſay, never had any pre- exiſ- 
tence, was ſimply the ſon of two human 
perſons, and that he himſelf never pretended 
to have had a pre-exiſtence, nor ever laid 
claim to divinity. But ſurely, Sir, in this, 
either you or the Goſpel of the Chriſtians 
muſt ſpeak falſe. The Goſpel of the Chriſ- 
tians, if the hiſtorical part of it can be relied 
on, aſſures us, in the plaineſt terms, that he 


did arrogate divinity to himſelf, and that our 
[fathers crucified him on that account; and, 


in deriſion of him, when he hung upon the 
- croſs, they called out to him, and bade him 
come down from the croſs, by the divine 
power which he pretended to, and convince 
them that he was their God and King. Stre- 
nuous aſſertors as they were of the divine 
unity, they could not endure the blaſphemy 
wherewith they ſay he blaſphemed, when 
he called himſelf the Son of God, and 

ſaid he was one with the Father. It was 

ac on 


("V+ 
on this account they proceeded with ſo much 
rigour and ſeverity: neither are we able, af- 
ter a very ſtrict attention to the Goſpel, to 
which you refer us, to affign any other pro- 
bable cauſe of their conduct towards him. 


Suffer ns; Sir, to ſpeak with freedom to 
you. In the Goſpel received by Chriſtians we 
ſee plainly taught the doctrines of the Tri- 


nity, the divinity and pre-exiſtence of him 
you call Chriſt, and the miraculous concep- 


tion ; and for theſe reaſons, if there were no 


other, we have rejected and ſtill continue to 
reject, the Goſpel, and cannot become con- 


verts to the Chriſtian religion. In your Let- | 


ters to us you have affected to remove theſe 
ſtumbling blocks: but it is impoſſible: no- 
thing you can ſay or offer will be able to re- 
move them. In the Goſpel they certainly 
are; and, except you could prove to ue, to 


our full conviction, that the offenſive doctrines 


are not there, and moreover that they never 
had been there, you ſay nothing. 


B * What 
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What is it to us, Sir, whether you believe 
them or not ? Do they ceaſe to be doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Goſpel becauſe you do not 
believe them? And, if they are the doctrines 
of the Goſpel, how can we embrace Chriſ- 
tianity without embracing them ? If we for- 
| ſake the religion of our fathers, and do not 
embrace them, whatever elſe we may be- 
come, we certainly do not become Chriſtians. 
It was the grand ſtumbling block, the origi- 
nal cauſe of our fathers' rejecting Jeſus, that 
he aſſerted his own pre-exiſtence and divinity. 
Lou ſay, on the other hand, that you do not 
believe theſe doctrines; very likely you do 
not, as neither do we. Yet, what then ? 
Becauſe neither you nor we believe them? 
Are they not doctrines of the Goſpel? And, 
if they are doctrines of the Goſpel, can 

we become Chriſtians without aſſenting to 
them ? It is ſtrange that you ſhould attempt 
to perſuade us to forſake the religion of our 
fathers, having only ſuch unſubſtantial rea- - 
ſons to offer for our converſion. Prove to us, 
that Jeſus, when he was alive, aſſumed and 


required 


( 1 ) 


required only thoſe honours from his fol- 
lowers which were due to a mere human 
creature. Prove that he diſclaimed all pre- 
tentions to divinity, or pre-exiſtence. Prove 
that our fathers always underſtood him as 
diſclaiming any ſuch pretentions ; and point 
out to us the time, and prove it, when ſuch 
doctrines were firſt introduced into the world, 
after his decoaſe, —None of theſe things, Sir, 
you can prove ; becauſe Jeſus always did, in 
his life time, claim to be conſidered as a di- 
vine pre-exiſtent perſon, and our fathers cru- 
cified him for it; and the Chriſtians' Goſpel 
witneſſes the ſame; and the teſtimony of all 
antiquity is to the ſame effect. Contempti- 
ble and illiterate as you eſteem us to be, and 
as your Letters repreſent us, we know enough 
of antiquity, and its opinions, to repel your 
very injurious and fallacious attacks upon 
us and our forefathers. did our fathers cauſe 
Jeſus to be put to death without any, at leaſt 
ſpecious, allegation of criminality ? Did 
they proceed againſt him under all the forms 
n B 2 of 
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of public judicature, and lay nothing to his 
charge which by our law would ſubject him 
to the penalty of death? Would the judge 
have attended to them if they had? What a 
flander has this caſt upon the whole nation 


of our anceſtors! As if they cauſed Jeſus to 
be crucified merely out of wantonneſs ; and 
as if the judge condemned him to death with- 
out any charge being brought againſt him. 


Let us call upon you, Sir, in our turn, to read 


the Goſpel; and, if you, yourſelf give any cre- 


dit to it, you will there find that when the 


Governor was willing to have releaſed Jeſus, 
our fathers were urgent that he ſhould not 
releaſe him. We have a law, they ſaid, and 
by that law he ought to die; becauſe he 


made himſelf the Son of God. It was not 
that he had reproved them, or cenſured them 
with ſo much aſperity, that was the crime 
laid to his charge. The crime was, that he 
had violated the law of God; that he had 
ſet himſelf up to be a, divine perſon, and 
thereby infringed on that moſt fundamental 


article 


( 8 7 


article of our religion, the Unity of God. 
This was the crime. with which our rulers 
charged him; and this was the crime for 
which they cauſed him to be put to death. 
And this likewiſe is the reaſon why we have 
and till continue in our oppoſition to the 
Goſpel. | 


Thus, Sir, you ſee it is impoſſible any 
thing you have ſaid in your Letters to us 
ſhould be of any weight with us. But yau 
will ſay you do not call upon us to quit our 
religion, and embrace the offenſive doctrines 
of the Trinity, the Divinity of Jeſus, and 
his miraculous conception; all that you de- 
fire is, that we ſhould receive and believe the 
- Goſpel, and acknowledge Jeſus to have been 
the perſon announced by the Prophets under 
the character of our Mefliah—that he had a 
divine miſſion, evidenced by his miracles and 
reſurrection that he is aſcended into hea- 
ven, and will come again to raiſe the dead 
and judge the world, Admit, you fay, the 

truth 


( 14 ) 

truth of theſe articles only, and we ſhall rea- 
dily acknowledge you to be Chriſtians. We 
are a little ſurpriſed at all this, for we always 
underſtood that ſomething more was neceſ- 
fary to be done in order to our being deno- 
minated the diſciples of Chriſt, 7. e. Chriſ- 
tians. Jeſus himſelf, if the firſt of your Goſ- 
pels is true, ordered all his diſciples to be 
| baptized, and by a very peculiar form; nay, 
he ordered them to be made his diſciples by 
"baptiſm. But how can we ſubmit to be bap- 
tized by that form which he has preſcribed, 
wherein he atteſts that the ſame name is 
common to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt? And if we are baptized into that 
name, will it not be to acknowledge that the 
name of the Great God and Father of All is 
the name of the Son, i. e. of Jeſus, who ſaid 
he was the Son of God and of the Holy 
- Ghoſt. Whatever you may do, we cannot be 
guilty of ſuch great prevarication as to be 
' baptized into a name which we do not ac- 
knowledge; and baptized into it we cannot 


be 


— 


A 


„ 
be without the greateſt prevarication and hy- 
pocriſy, unleſs we do acknowledge that God, 
the name of the Father, is the name like- 
wiſe of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This indeed you do not deſire us to acknow- 
ledge. Why then are you ſo urgent with us 


to become Chriſtians, when Chriſtians we 


cannot be without acknowledging it, if the 
Goſpel is true? All this, Sir, puzzles and 
perplexes us much: we know not what it 


is you would have us be: you ſay you would 
have us be Chriſtians: but Chriſtians are 


ſuch as conform to and hold the faith of 
Chriſtians; and the faith of Chriſtians you 
ſeem to juſtify us in abhorring; nay, you 


even join with us yourſelf in the abhorrence 
of it. 


You tell us, Sir, of a great body of Jewiſh 
Chriſtians, generally called Ebionites, and 
produce them (if we underſtand you) as evi- 
dences of the truth of Chriſtianity, which 
they would not have embraced, if they had 


not 
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not had the fulleſt and moſt ſatisfactory aſ- 
ſurance that Jeſus was undoubtedly the Meſ- 
fiah. But if theſe Ebionites were Chriſtians, 
how came they to be called Ebionites ? In 
the treatiſe which you call the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, and to which you ſo particularly 
direct our attention, we there find that the 
diſtinguiſhing name of the diſciples of Jeſus, 
was Chriſtians; which name, the Writer ſays, 
was firſt' given them at Antioch. But we 
no where find that any of them were called 
Ebionites; ſo that, if thefe men were Chriſ- 
tians, there muſt have been ſome very ſingu- 
lar reaſon for their having a name given them 
to diſtinguiſh them from their fellow Chriſ- 
tilans. Sir, you ſhould have told us the truth 
upon this ſubject: theſe Ebjonites, in religion, 
were neither Jews nor Chriſtians; they were 
the followers of one Ebion, from whom they 
derived their name, and who adopting and 
propagating opinions, partly derived from 
our religion, and partly from the Chriſtian, 
became the abhorrence of all parties. Muſt 


we 


E 

we deſert the religion of our fathers to be- 
come Ebionites? No, Sir; when we are at all 
inclined to become Chriſtians, we will be- 
come Chriſtians indeed, and embrace Chriſ- 
tianity as it really is. At preſent we do not 
find ourſelves in the leaſt diſpoſed to renonnce 
the privileges we now enjoy, in being the 
diſciples 'of Moſes, in order to become the 
diſciples of  Ebion. A word or two more 
and we have done. 


In your fifth Letter, you thus addreſs us 
2, Some of you may perhaps ſay, that you 
cannot enter into any diſcuſſion concerning 
the evidence of Chriſtianity, till the different 
profeſſors of it ſhall agree among themſelves, 
and tell you what it really is.” If, perhaps, 
ſome of us ſhould ſo ſay, it would only be 
in anſwer to you, perſonally : in conformity 
with the directions of our wiſe King, who 
hath adviſed us in what manner to giye 
an anſwer to perſons of a certain deſcrip- 
tion. We do not want the different pro- 

C feſſors 
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feſſors to tell us what Chriſtianity really 
is; nor need we any union of ſentiment 
among them, to enable us to underſtand 
what it is. Your Book, which you call the 
New Teſtament, is plain and explicit enough, 
without the aid of any of the different pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity: whatever their opinions 
may be, Chriſtianity will ſtill be the ſame. 
Chriſtianity, if we underſtand any thing, is 
the religion of your New Teſtament ; juſt as 
our religion is the religion inculcated by our 
great Lawgiver Moſes. Do the different 
opinions among us at all affect the Law of 
our great Legiſlator ? Do our opinions make 
it to be a different thing from what it is? 
No more do your differing opinions make 
the religion of Jeſus a different thing from 
what it is. You ſay the Goſpels of Matthew 
and Luke contain things that are not true; 
-and that the whole of the New Teſtament 
has ſome things borrowed from the Hea- 
thens. We do not pretend to diſpute this 
with you; but only one thing we defire 
you 


( 19 ) 

you -to obſerve, that we think we have as 
good authority to reject the whole, as you 
have to reject any part, of the New Teſta- 
ment. If you have any authority to chuſe 
for yourſelf what part of it you will receive 
and believe, we certainly have as good au- 
thority to chuſe for ourſelves, and whether 
we will receive and believe any of it. Aſ- 
ſuredly you have acted a very unwiſe part in 
Inviting us to be of a religion which it does 
not appear you have adopted yourſelf; and in 
recommending us to be governed by a book, 
to which, in the moſt material articles of it, 
you profeſſedly give no kind of credit. 


If you were in want of employment of 
ſomething to do when you wrote your Letters 
to us, or if you were aſleep, and knew not 
what you wrote, we might contrive to in- 
vent ſome apology for you; but, as we ſup- 
poſe you will not allow of our apologizing 
thus for you, we muſt leave you to the cen- 
ſure of your own judgement, when you are 
C 3 awake. 


( 20 ) | 
awake. In the mean time, we hope, Sir, 
you will not be offended with our cenſure, 
when we declare your Letters to be the idleſt 
and moſt incoherent jargon we ever read; a 
flimſy ſpider's web, which, whatever it may 
do with flies, will never catch men. 


3 
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Having "way given you the reply of thoſe 
to whom you have addrefled your Letters, 
and for whoſe emolument you intend to have 
them tranſlated, as you inform us, into He- 


brew, give me leave, Sir, now to addreſs 
you for myſelf. 


There is a degree of candor and benevolence 
= (real or affected you beſt know) running 
through your Letters, which could not avoid 
being extremely pleaſing, were it not for 
that air of ſuperciliouſneſs and ſuperiority, 

with which the whole is contaminated. The 
4 perſons to whom you addreſs yourſelf, ap- 
pear in your Letters to be little better than 
contemptible children, or idiots, incapable of 
| attending 


Cale" 


attending to ſolid manly arguments, and chere- 


fore to be amuſed with gewgaws and trifles,; 
why you ſhould treat them thus, perhaps your- 
ſelf can beſt explain; but aſſuredly you very ill 


conſulted the credit of your own intention, if 


your deſign was to recommend yourſelf by 
its benevolence. The ſpirit of benevolence 
is at a prodigious diſtance from ſuch kind of 
treatment. Indeed, as far as I am concerned, 


can freely acquit you of any deſigned diſ- | 


reſpect in the manufacture of your Letters; 
and I am firmly perſuaded, the reaſon why 
you offered no 'manly ' ſolid arguments was, 
| becauſe you had none to offer; whether from 
the barrenneſs of your ſubject, or of your own 
invention, I ſhall not determine. Could you 
not, out of all your publications, which, as 
you advertiſe us at the end of your Letters, 
may be had complete for fifteen pounds ten 
ſhillings, borrow one ſolid argument to have 
offered to the conſideration of the Jews ? 
Then aſſuredly all your publications are not 
worth fifteen pence, However, I will not 


put you out of humour. 
7 Sir, 
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Sir, you have expreſſed yourſelf in the 
warmeſt terms of approbation of the law of 
"Moſes, and of the religion of the Jews. 
Addreſſing yourſelf to them, you thus ſpeak : 
«© We owe infinite obligation to your nation 
for upbraiding us, as you have never ceaſed 
to do, with paying divine honours to Jeſus 
. Chriſt, and making a Trinity in the divine 
Nature, and conſequently with being idola- 
ters ;” and again, © Your nation is the great 
object to which our eyes are direCted ;” 
again, your country is “ ſufficiently and 
properly ſituated to be the head of all coun- 
tries; and where your nation will reign as 
kings and prieſts unto God, receiving the ho- 
mage of all other nations, and preſenting 
offerings unto God in their behalf.“ Im- 
preſſed as you appear to be with theſe and 
other fiimilar ſentiments in favour of the 
Jewiſh nation, ſuffer me moſt earneſtly to 
requeſt and to prevail with you to relin- 
quiſh your own religion, whatever that may 
be, and to be engrafted among the Jews a 


diſciple 
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diſciple of the great Legiſlator Moſes. To 
this, I imagine, you can have no ſolid objec- 
tion, ſince your principles are ſo very nearly 
allied to theirs. Are they worſhippers of 
the Unity? So you ſay, are you. Have they 


| the faith of Chriſtians in abhorrence? So it 


ſeems have you. Do, they reject the Ney 
Teſtament? In a great meaſure you do the 
ſame. Are they. attached to the obſervations 
of the ſabbath ? You, likewiſe, are an ad- 
vocate for it. And, do they. believe in the 
perpetual obligation of all the laws of Moſes, 
preſcribed to the nation of the Jews, in 
the obligation of circumciſion and other 
cuſtoms derived from their anceſtors? You 
yourſelf, totidem verbis, profeſs to believe in 
the ſame, Jew, then, as you are in princi- 
ple, what hinders but that you ſhould profeſs 
yourſelf one openly ? What hinders but that 
you ſhould haſten to be circumciſed, and to 
be engrafted among the children of the ſtock 
of Abraham ? Difficulty you can have none 
in renouncing the faith of Chriſtians ; and, 


as 
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as for your own mungrel religion, you do not 
ſeem to know how to make either head or tail 
of it. Away with it, therefore, and without 
ſhame or fear acknowledge yourſelf to be, what 
it is almoſt impoſſible not to think you really 
are: I fay without ſhame or fear, for ſhame 
and fear are the two powerful motives by 
which men are induced often to negle& what 
is their undeniable duty, and to perſevere in 
fooleries which even they themſelves do not 
approve of, as in the preſent inſtance. 


Shame, I can eafily conceive, will keep 
you back from profeſſing yourſelf to be a 
Jew. For, after having addreſſed Letters to 
the Jews with a view of drawing them over 
to your religion, with what face, you ſay, 
can you profeſs yourſelf a convert to theirs ? 
It would be ſuch a reproach, ſuch a flur upon 
your character, as even all your philoſophy 
would not be able to ſupport you under. 
But, befides this, if you become a Jew, and 
publicly profeſs the Jewiſh religion, you will 

ſubject yourſelf to all that ridicule and very 

particular 
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particular contempt with which perſons of 
that perſuaſion are uſually treated. Vou ſhall 


not be able to ſtir, but ſomebody or other 


will be at hand, fully prepared oppedere you, 
than which nothing upon earth can be more 


completely diſgraceful. 


Pardon me, Sir, in interrupting you; but 
you totally miſinterpret this matter. The 


phraſe curtis Fudais oppedere, to which you 
allude, (it was the odd phraſe of a very plea- 


ſant fellow) is not to be interpreted literally, 
but metaphorically, Vou cannot conceiye 
that the Romans when they met a Jew, uſed 
to aſſault him in this manner; or that they 
accuſtomed themſelves, on the rricgſina ſab- 
bata, to untruſs and bombard the ſynagogues. 
But if they did, how will that affect you? 
No ſuch practice prevails here in England; 
ſo that you need be apprehenſive of no ſhame 
or diſgrace on any ſuch account as this. And 
. beſides, All Philoſopher as you are, fo inti- 


mately acquainted with all the different vari- 
w_— ety 
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ety of airs, fixed and unfixed, phlogiſtic, 
mephitic, &c. ſhould any mad-brained fel- 
low unpeg the cave of Zolos againſt you, 
what need you care? Inſtead of diſgracing 
you, it would ſerve rather to affiſt you in 
your philoſophical lucubrations, and enable 
you to furniſh the world with a complete and 
ſatisfactory analyſis of the ſubject; which, 
to the beſt of my Ao never ou ns 
been done.” 


endo bg 1 
Lay afide thitfore all falſe ſhame, or ap- 
indent of diſgrace, from an event which 
moſt probably never will happen. Be bold, 
and openly profeſs the religion of which you 
think ſuch great things, and no longet let 
your name be numbered among the uncir- 
cumciſed. What have already ſaid 1 again 
repeat; haſten to be circumciſed, and to be 
engrafted among the children of the ſtock of 
Abraham; and let not fear in this inſtance, 
as ſhame in the former, operate with you 
againſt a complianſeſegaee. 


Circumciſion 
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Circumciſion you know to be an indiſpen- 
ſible rite of the religion of the Hebrews, and 
that no one can be incorporated into their 
ſociety till he hath undergone the operation. 
I need not mention for your encouragement, 
the ancient Fathers from the days of Abra- 
ham, who were all of them circumciſed ; I 
will refer you to-more recent inſtances, name- 
ly, that great body-of Jewiſh Chriſtians, the 
Ebionites, whom you ſpeak of with ſo much 
approbation. Their principles, Sir, you have 
adopted, adopt their practice likewiſe, and 
become an Ebionite indeed. By your own 
acknowledgement, the being circumciſed 
cannot prejudice you at all in your religious 
_ profeſſion; for, if the Jews were to embrace 
Chriſtianity, you ſay they muſt ill perſe- 
vere in the practice of circumciſion; ſo that 
you cannot plead againſt it, that by being 
circumciſed you virtually would renounce 
ſuch faith as you have. In your opinion, the 
| Jews might practice circumciſion confiſtently 
D 2 with 
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with Chriſtianity, if they ſhould embrace it, 
and therefore ſo may you. 


Here then. doubtleſs you will reply to me, 
that it is not for any ſuch reaſon as the above, 
that you have hitherto declined circumciſion. 
Any prejudice that may ariſe to your religious 
profeſſion is totally out of the queſtion. Your 
reaſon is of a very different nature. Circum- 
cifion is at all times a ſevere operation ; and, 
at your time of life, could not be ſubmitted 
to without great difficulty and diſtreſs, and 
even danger. | 


All this, Sir, is nothing but common cant, 
ſuggeſted by thoſe two unworthy motives 
which I have endeavoured to guard you 
"againſt, What is your time of life to the 
_ purpoſe ? How does that make it more diffi- 
cult to circumciſe you now than if you was 
ten or twenty years younger ? The operation 
will be the ſame now as it would have been 
then, and performed juſt in the ſame manner, 


without 
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without the minuteſt difference; and there- 
fore it is idle to the laſt degree to urge your 
time of life as an. objeftion to the perform- 
ance of the operation. Have done, I beſeech 
you, with ſuch poor ſubterfuges, and come 
with the boldneſs and confidence of a man, 
and ſubmit to the operation, without urging 
any more theſe imaginary difficulties and diſ- 
treſs, which, in reality, ſubſiſt no where but 
in your own imagination. 


But you ſay there is danger in the opera- 
tion. In what reſpect? Are not you as other 
men are? How then can there be any danger 
init? You fancy the operator's hand may flip, 
and ſo you might receive irreparable damage. 
What damage you might receive in caſe his 
hand was to ſlip, I will not pretend to ſay, 
for I do not know. But with the greateſt 
confidence I can aſſure you that you run no 
riſk of any ſuch thing ; for the operators are 
always perſons of the greateſt experience in 
their profeſſion; their inſtruments are in every 


reſpect 
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reſpect perfectly adapted to their buſineſs, 
which they perform always with the greateſt 
addreſs and expedition. It istrue, if you were 
to jerk and wriggle about, while you were 
-under the hands of the operator, I cannot an- 
ſwer for the conſequences ; ſomething might 
happen which neither you nor I can foreſee ; 
but if you preſerve yourſelf calm, without 
turbulence or refractorineſs, I do not ſee 
how any poſſible evil can happen from your 
being circumciſed, let your age be what it 
will. However, to make you perfectly eaſy 
on this head, I am to inform you that, for 
the accommodation of perſons who apply for 
- circumciſion at your time of life, ample pro- 
viſion is made that no evil ſhall enſue. For 
ſuch A table is prepared, ſomething in the 
form of a hog's back, ſix feet in length, i. e. 
in the chord. Upon this the ſubject is laid, 
and incurvated to the utmoſt of his bent; 

and in this poſition he hath in ſome meaſure 
the appearance of a piece of wood that is 
5 incurvated for the purpoſe of becoming the 
I; felly 


6 

felly of a cart wheel. Acroſs his neck, his 
hands and arms, and legs and thighs, are 
throw proper ligatures, which faſten him fo 

completely to the table, that he can neither 
ſhrink, downwards nor jerk upwards. But 
this is not all. After he is thus faſtened to 
the table, fide boards are applied cloſe to his 
body, and ſcrewed up as tight, as poſſible, 
which take from him entirely all power. of 
 wriggling or motion of any kind, except in 
thought; and in this poſture, the operator be- 
ing ſecured againſt all hazard of interruption 


in his operation, it is performed with the 5 
moſt ſafety and expedition. 


396 {os thus, Sir, moſt. plainly evidenced 
that you will run no manner of riſk in ſub- 
mitting to the operation, (your roaring, though 

it were to be as loud as of a bull of Baſan, 
the operator will not regard) let me now moſt 
earneſtly entreat you to loſe no time, but | 
| haſten to the ſynagogue, that the rite may be 

accompliſhed. And when it is, and you ſhall 
publiſh 


io 7 


publiſh your complete and ſatisfactory:A naly- 
is, which the world will then expe: from 
you, you will be enabled to add to the num- 

ber of your titles Nunc demum curtus inter Ju- 

Aæos, and your title- page will announce that 1 
it is written by Jos zy PRIESTLEY, LL. D. 

v. R. 8. Ac. IMP. PET ROP. k. PARIS. HOLM, 
'TAURIN. AUREL. MED. PARIS. HARLEM. 
CANTAB. AMERIC. ET PHILAD. sols; 

ET DEM. CURT. INT. ar 


= FY 8 it was my intention to have 
concluded my letter to you. But upon pre- 
ſenting it for the inſpection and approbation 
of thoſe whom I dare not diſobey, unfortu- 
nately for us both, I find I am altogether 
wrong in my application to you. Should 
you preſent yourſelf to the Jews for circum- 
eiſion they will not receive you. It is a maxim 
among the Turks that a bad Chriſtian will 
never make a good Muſſulman. And the 
Jews think, that, if they were to admit into 
their Ny ſuch” a Chriſtian as you profeſs 
yourſelf 


( 33 ) | 
yourſelf to be, it would be impoſſible. that 
you ſhould ever prove faithful to the Law of 
_ . Moſes. You would be trimming and new 
modelling the Pentateuch, juſt as you have 
ſerved the Goſpel of the Chriſtians, There- 
fore they will have nothing to ſay to you. 
It is a fad affair, Sir, but there is no remedy. 
However, if I might adviſe you, go and offer 
yourſelf to the Turks. Notwithſtanding their 
'maxim, it is poſſible they might admit you 
among them, and, if they ſhould, all would 
be well. If however, they likewiſe ſhould re- 
je& you, then, as deſperate caſes muſt have 
deſperate remedies, all I can adviſe you is, to 
circumciſe yourſelf. 


In the mean time, Sir, though not of your 
religion, I am 


Your humble ſervant, 


SOLOMON px A. R. 
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